
Mentoring



summerland mentoring
The perfect picture happens in the blink of an eye. Are you ready?

Photographer Sandy Summers Russell has over twenty years of 
professional photography experience. With a degree in journalism and 
trained as a metro newspaper photojournalist, she’s seen and done it all. 
Let her help you develop the skills you need to take your photography to 
the next level. Whether you’re a seasoned professional, or just dreaming 
about starting your own business, there’s a session just right for you.

Life happens. Capture it.



mentoring sessions
portfolio review A comprehensive review of your work is an essential tool in helping you 

discover not only where you are as an artist, but where you are going. 
Sandy will review your portfolio (online or print) and discuss with you in 
a one hour Skype session your strengths and weaknesses, image impact 
and technical proficiency, portfolio editing, and areas for improvement. 

$300

half day mentoring: This four hour session focuses on the fundamentals. You’ll cover camera 
and lighting equipment, camera settings, shooting in RAW format, 
metering, custom white balance, composition, and using natural light. 
You will be able to ask Sandy any questions regarding photography, the 
industry, and her business.

$600

full day mentoring: This eight hour session includes everything in the half day session as 
well as an afternoon on-location photoshoot, and post production. 
Choose from a child, family, or senior session. During the shoot you’ll 
discuss location scouting, posing, incident and reflective metering, use 
of reflectors, implementing props, and tips and tricks for working with 
children, and families. You’ll finish out the day with post production as 
Sandy and you proof your images in Lightroom and finish them with basic 
Photoshop. Lunch and dinner will be provided.

$1000

two day mentoring:                     This is an in-depth full two day workshop which builds on topics covered 
on the first day. On day two you’ll be going over post production 
Lightroom and Photoshop in much greater detail. There will also be a 
portfolio review, and branding, and marketing strategies will be discussed. 
You’ll have another photoshoot in the afternoon. You can choose either a 
different subject to photograph and/or using on-location strobe lighting. 
You’ll finish the day with post production using techniques learned earlier 
in the day. Lunch and dinner will be provided on both days.

$1600

post production & 
photoshop:

Your prost production skills can make or break an image. This six hour 
session is for those wanting to focus more on the digital darkroom. This 
will be a hands-on course as Sandy teaches you how to manage and 
polish your images in Lightroom and Photoshop. Topics include working 
in the proper color space, calibrating your monitor, correcting white 
balance, correcting skin tone, and flaws, slenderizing your clients, fading 
your background, textures, and overlays, blending modes, layer masks, 
actions, cropping, composites, and preparing your images for web, and 
Facebook. Lunch will be provided for in-person sessions. This session also 
available via Skype.

$750

* Mentoring sessions only available to photographers living and working more than 150 miles from Othello, WA 99344



mentoring f.a.q
Q: Sign me up! How do I schedule a mentoring session with Summerland Photography?
A: Contact Sandy to find out available dates. Mentoring sessions are available Monday through Saturday during the 
Winter and Spring, and Monday through Friday during the Summer and Fall. You will be sent a contract once you 
schedule a date.

Q: What is required to hold my date?
A: To hold your date half of the mentoring fee is due within seven days of requesting your date. The remaining balance 
is due two weeks before your mentoring session. Portfolio review fees are due in full at time of booking.

Q: Where will the mentoring sessions take place?
A: Sessions will take place in Sandy’s home studio and office located on 30 acres near Othello, Wash. Photoshoots 
will occur indoors at the studio or at one of her preferred outdoor locations depending on your preference.

Q: Who is eligible to take a Summerland mentoring session?
A: Sessions are available to any photographer of any skill level (from beginner to advanced) who lives and/or works 
more than 150 miles from Othello, WA 99344.

Q: What is your cancelation and rescheduling policy?
A: If you need to change your date and give the studio more than 48 hours notice, Sandy will be happy to reschedule 
you one time at no additional charge. Less than 48 hours notice and/or additional reschedules will result in a $75 
rescheduling fee. There is no refund on any payments.

Q: Can I come with another photographer so we can share expenses?
A: Yes you can! If you come with another photographer you each will get $100 off your mentoring fee.

Q: What should I bring with me to the mentoring session?
A: Please bring your camera(s) and lenses, extra batteries and your charger, at least two memory cards, a laptop (if you 
have one) with your editing software, an external hard drive, your pricing information, any marketing materials you’d like 
Sandy to look out, and a portfolio of images.

Q: What is the closest airport to you?
A: Pasco, Wash. has the closest, but you may also fly into either Spokane or Seattle which are each less than a three 
hour drive away.

Q: I can’t make the trip to you. Will you come to my home/ studio?
A: Absolutely! A minimum of a full day mentoring session is required in additional to any travel fees (flight & hotel).

Q: What if I have questions after the mentoring session?
A: Feel free to e-mail Sandy with any questions you may have. This is a natural part of the learning process. Unlimited 
e-mail correspondence is included in your mentoring session for sixth months with the half day and Photoshop sessions, 
and one year for the full and two day sessions.

Q: Can I use the images I take for my business and portfolio?
A: Definitely! Sandy’s biggest objective is to help you grow as a photographer, and the images you take at the 
mentoring session will reflect that. 

Sandy Summers Russell’s life-long passion for photography began at the 
young age of 15, when her first photograph was published by the Associated Press. 
Over the years, her name has become synonymous with award-winning, 
impeccable imagery.

After nearly ten years in the newspaper photojournalism profession, she founded 
Summerland Photography, which offers several forms of photography, including 
wedding, portraiture, commercial, and editorial.

Summers Russell’s work has been featured in the Seattle Times, the Spokesman Review, 
the Washington Post, the Boston Globe, the Miami Herald, MSNBC.com, USA Today, 
and People Magazine. Her six-year career with the Yakima Herald-Republic resulted in 
numerous national recognitions, including four consecutive first-place awards in 
portraiture from the Society of Professional Journalists, first place for a photography 
page from the Associated Press, and a first place national award for breaking news 
from the National Press Photographer’s Association. The National Association of 
Professional Child Photographers named her their 2012 Photographer of the Year.

She graduated from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln with a degree in journalism, and 
she has worked for newspapers in Nebraska, Wyoming, Colorado, and Washington. 
Currently she resides near the Tri-Cities in central Washington. Summers Russell lives 
with her husband, Shane, their son, Mason, and daughter Adelle.



www.summerlandphotography.com
509.989.2265 : sandy@summerlandphotography.com


